
Tea Party Guests 
 

These children have attended this 
weeks value tea party:  

George F (Parrots) Matty 
(Peacocks) Joshua (Parrots) Piper 

(Penguins) Frederick (Parrots) 
Seren (Owls)  

End of Week House 
points totals: 

Spitfire — 143 

Lancaster — 158 

Hurricane — 162 

Wellington — 177 

Attendance Award— Classes with 
the highest attendance this week 

are: 

EYFS— Chicks 96% 

KS1— Penguins 97% 

LKS2— Doves 99% 

UPKS2— Toucans 98% 

Weekly Newsletter: Friday 19th September  

Current Topic: ‘Hello’ Current Value: Resilience 

Stars of the Week 

EYFS 

Chicks: Florence: For working really hard to practice writing her whole name. 

Ducklings: Harrison: For working really hard to write his name and form his letters correctly. 

Year 1 and 2 

Penguins: Aoife: For always following the class and school rules, and being a fantastic role model. Litea: For her fantas-
tic use of adjectives and conjunctions in her story. 

Robins: Lucy: For her outstanding writing about a resilient snail! So proud of you! Nate: For being a wonderful class role 
model and demonstrating excellence in all his learning. What a super star! 

Parrots: George F: For resilience in his writing about a snail's journey. Maia: For fantastic writing about a snail's jour-
ney.   

Year 3 and 4 

Owls: Lily: For her amazing pop art style self portrait. Gracie: For writing a great 'All About Me' profile. 

Kingfishers: Emily B: For writing a fantastic, thoughtful profile all about herself using conjunctions and contractions to 
enhance her writing. Arwen: For an excellent start to Year 4, showing an increased independence and maturity in all of 
her work. 

Doves: Daisy-May: For consistently demonstrating excellent effort across all of her learning. A super star! Vinayak: For 
showing excellent effort to improve his writing. Proud of you.  

Year 5 and 6 

Eagles: Caleb: For working hard in Maths, showing good concentration and producing some lovely Maths this week. 
Chloe: For demonstrating excellent focus and remarkable independence during Maths - well done! 

Peacocks: Aleena: For writing a super descriptive paragraph in English. Ethan: For showing resilience with our maths 
lessons.  

Toucans: Grace M: For thinking carefully about her expanded sentence for the ‘Rules of Summer’. Alfie: For se-
lecting powerful adjectives to describe a picture from the ‘Rules of Summer’ 



An update from Mrs Anstee 

Our school is supported by 
a governing body, a team of 
people who work together to 
make sure the school is well run 
and focused on giving children 
the best possible education. 
Governors come from different 
walks of life: some are parents, some are staff 
members, and others are volunteers from the lo-
cal community. 

The governing body’s main job is to set the 
school’s vision, ensure high standards of teach-
ing and learning, and make sure money is spent 
wisely. While the headteacher manages the day-
to-day running of the school, the governors pro-
vide support and challenge, acting a little like 
“critical friends.” They don’t get involved in the 
daily classroom decisions but instead help shape 
long-term plans, check that policies are followed, 
and make sure every child has the opportunity to 
thrive. 

By working closely with staff, families, and the 
wider community, the governing body helps 
guide the school’s direction and ensures that pu-
pils’ interests are always at the heart of deci-
sions. 

If you’d like to find out more about our governing 
body, or even consider joining as a governor 
yourself, you can visit our school website for 
more information our contact our Chair of Gover-
nors, Kevin Moyes 
on kmoyes@gateway.oxon.sch.uk 

An update from Mrs Gardner  

I would like to make you aware of our SEND 

Padlet page – a dedicated online resource to 

help you support children with additional 

needs. Whether your child has learning differ-

ences, communication challenges, sensory 

needs, or other individual requirements, this 

page is designed to provide helpful infor-

mation, tools, and signposts for support. 

What You’ll Find 

• Practical Strategies & Tips – Things you can try at home to 

support learning, behaviour, and wellbeing. 

• Community & Local Services – Links to local support groups, 

health services, and charities. 

• Resources & Guides – Articles, videos, and downloadable 

materials on understanding specific needs and how best to 

help. 

• Updates & News – Information on workshops, meetings, and 

opportunities in our area for families and children with SEND. 

How to Use the Padlet 

1. Access anytime: The Padlet is online and can be viewed at 

any time. 

2. Browse by topic: The content is organised so you can easily 

find what’s most relevant. 

3. Stay informed: We’ll regularly update it with new resources or 

local events. 

4. Let us know: If there’s something you need more information 

about—whether a guide, tool, or service—we welcome sugges-

tions! 

Access Details 

You can view the SEND Padlet page here: 

Useful Information for Parents: Supporting Children with Additional 

Needs 

 

An update from Mrs Summers 

Over the last week, many children have talked to me 
about potential house moves or postings, thinking 
about possible goodbyes. Sometimes they have their 
wires crossed or they aren’t quite sure when things will 
happen. Which in turn leads to some anxiety and wor-
ry. As always I’m happy to support with these feelings.  

As part of our leavers protocol, we have withdrawal forms that 
can be found in reception or I can send one electronically if that 
is easier. This information gives us an idea of timescales to pre-
pare for their transition. Please feel free to Dojo/email me if you 
have any questions.  

mailto:kmoyes@gateway.oxon.sch.uk


EYFS 

In Chicks and Ducklings this week we have 
been continuing to work on writing our own 
names and have been talking about some of the 
things that we like or don't like. We have played 
a game where we needed to listen to questions 
and answer them and have discussed our fa-
vourite fruits, vegetables and meals. 

In our early Phonics sessions we have been us-
ing our listening skills to find the rhyming words in some of our favourite 
stories - ask us what rhymes with frog or cat and see what we can come 
up with!  

We have played more games in PE, following routines and instructions, 
taking turns and working with our friends. We are thinking hard about 
how to be safe in the hall.  

In class this week we have seen some lovely models and houses made 
out of Lego - some had moving parts and we have been sorting in 
maths, looking for the odd one out. 

Year 1 and 2 

What a fantastic start to our term and our "Hello topic". We 
have now reached the end of our topic, with all the children 
writing lovely stories about how one little snail showed huge 
resilience while finding his way around his world.  

Phonics groups are well underway with all children enjoying 
their new phonics groups and learning new sounds. 

 In maths the children are progressing rapidly, with children 
showing increasing confidence when working on games 
and challenges individually or in small groups. In science 
we have been thinking about how we have change over our 
lifetime. We have been looking at our baby photos and 
comparing our physical features and our abilities now and 
then.  

It has also been great to see so many children enjoying and 
sharing their reading books. Have a lovely weekend and we 
will see you all on Monday.   



  Year 5 and 6 

It’s been another busy week for the pupils in UKS2. Year 6 took part in the 
Junior Citizen program at the Oxford Fire Station, which through a number of 
scenarios, teaches the children how to keep themselves safe.  In English, 
the children continue to use the ‘Rules of Summer’ by Shaun Tan, to discuss 
and write rules and expand on the rules for year 5/6 to include in a class 
book. They have also used figurative language, to write a descriptive para-
graph about one of the pictures - ‘Never step on a snail.’ In Maths, the chil-
dren continue to use stories to construct models to represent problems. In 
our topic, children used the information they wrote for their Geography 
homework task, to write a postcard showcasing the area they were born. 

Some children wrote about places as far 
away as Cyprus! In French, the children 
continue to learn French phonics.  In Sci-
ence, the children have discussed what 
Christians believe about Creation. They 
drew the six stages of the Creation Story, as 
told in the Bible of how God created the 
world. Eagles Class had their first guitar les-
son.   

Year 3 and 4 

We have had a wonderful week in Year 3 and 4 completing 

our 'Hello' topic.  

The children have worked really hard on their pop-art inspired 

portraits, first they had to carefully trace their facial features 

and then they coloured it in using the pop art style of lots of 

circles, dots or lines. In English, we have written and pub-

lished our 'All About Me' profiles, these will go into a class 

book so children can learn more about each other. We have 

also made the timelines of ourselves in 

history, many thanks for your participation 

with this.  

Next week, we will be starting our 'We 

are Invaders' topic and we will begin to 

answer our enquiry question 'What im-

pact did the Vikings have on Britain?' 

Have a good weekend.  



We are so proud of Indy in Doves who has played his first 

ice hockey game for the U10s! Indy started playing ice 

hockey in January 2025 and then joined Swindon Wildcats 

Under 8s. He will soon play with the Under 10s in the ozon 

competition! What a great talent! 



Dates For The Diary 

 

Monday 29th September — Friday 3rd October — Year 6 Yenworthy Residential 

Wednesday 8th October — Flu Vaccination 

Friday 10th October — World Mental Health Day 

Friday 17th October — Parent Book Looks 8:35am 

Friday 24th October — End of Term 1 

Monday 3rd November — Start of Term 2 

Wednesday 5th November — EYFS Open Day 

Friday 7th November — Halloween Disco EYFS/KS1 3:15-4:15pm, 
KS2 4:30-5:30pm 

Tuesday 11th November — EYFS Walk To Memorial 

Friday 14th November — EYFS Nursery Rhyme Event To Parents — 
2:30pm — 3:30pm 

Friday 14th November — World Diabetes Day 

Wednesday 19th November — Parent Meetings 

Wednesday 26th November — Parent Meetings 

Sunday 30th November — GSA Christmas Fair  

Friday 5th December — Christmas Jumper and Christmas Lunch Day 

Friday 5th December — GSA Christmas Bingo, Doors Open 7pm 

Tuesday 16th December — Whole School Panto 




















