
Tea Party Guests 
 

These children have attended 
 this weeks value tea party:  

Archie (Penguins) Link (Penguins) 
Xander (Parrots) Diyana 

(Penguins) Gracie C (Owls) Sophie 
(Penguins)  

End of Week House 
points totals: 

Spitfire — 167 

Lancaster —  187 

Hurricane —  203 

Wellington —  190 

Attendance Award— Classes with 
the highest attendance this week 

are: 

EYFS — Chicks 96% 

KS1— Parrots 99% 

LKS2— Doves 98% 

UKS2— Peacocks 96% 

Weekly Newsletter: Friday 2nd October 

Current Topic: ‘We are Conservationists’ Current Value: Empathy 

Stars of the Week 



An update from Mrs Anstee 

On Monday, we carried 
out our annual lock-
down drill at Gateway 
Primary School. These 
drills are an important 
part of our safeguarding and emer-
gency preparedness arrange-
ments, helping staff and pupils un-
derstand what to do should we ev-
er need to secure the school quick-
ly in response to a potential threat. 

The drill was carefully planned and 
carried out in an age-appropriate 
way. Staff practised securing class-
rooms, keeping children calm and 
quiet, and following our established 
procedures. The drill also provided 
an opportunity for us to review our 
arrangements and identify anything 
that could be improved. 

Thankfully, a lockdown is some-
thing we hope we will never need 
to use in a real situation. However, 
regular practice helps ensure that 
everyone knows what to do and 
can respond quickly and safely if 
necessary. 

We were really pleased with how 
calmly and sensibly the children re-
sponded on Monday. Why not ask 
your child if they can tell you the 
difference between the fire alarm 
and the lockdown alarm, and what 
they should do when they hear 
each one? 

Thank you to all of our pupils and 
staff for taking the drill seriously 
and helping us to keep everyone 
safe. 

An update from Mrs Gardner 

Have you spotted 
our BIG RED cloth-

ing bin?  
You may have noticed the 
bright red clothing donation 
bin at school! 

If you’re having a clear-out, 
please pop your unwanted 
clothes into the red bin. The 
clothing is collected and recy-
cled, and Gateway GSA re-
ceives money from your do-
nations, helping to raise addi-
tional funds for our children. 

So next time you’re sorting out 
those wardrobes, don’t throw 
it away – bring it our way! 

Recycle • Raise money • 
Support Gateway 



An update from Mrs Summers 

One aspect of my role is 

coordinating admissions 

and transitions, dealing 

with transfers in and out 

of our school. This includes joining 

our school in EYFS or leaving us to 

move to secondary school. All ap-

plications come to me via con-

tact with Oxfordshire County Coun-

cil Admissions Team and a portal 

that is updated constantly. Along-

side the group applications, it is my 

responsibility to coordinate any in-

year transfers too and often liaise 

with families heading our way.  

I wanted to make you aware of 

some important dates regarding 

admissions that are coming up. 

Secondary school applications can 

now be made and the closing date 

for this is 31st October. It is im-

portant to apply on time to be able 

to find out your child's space on 1st 

March 2027. 

EYFS applications for September 

2027 can be made between 3rd 

November and 15th January 2027. 

Applications that are made on time 

will be shared 16th April 2027.  

If you are unsure about any of 

these procedures, please get in 

contact, I would be happy to sup-

port you with this. 

An update from Mrs Diamond 

It has been another 
busy and exciting week 
in The Hangar, with the 
children continuing to settle into 
their routines and make use of the 
different spaces and resources 
available to them. We have con-
tinued to build positive relation-
ships with staff and peers, while 
developing confidence and inde-
pendence within the provision. 

A big thank you to all of the parent 
helpers who have volunteered 
their time to support the continued 
development of The Hangar. Your 
time, enthusiasm and practical 
support are hugely appreciated 
and are helping us to create an 
engaging and purposeful space 
for the children. 

I am also looking forward to wel-
coming some of the KS2 children 
who will be accessing The Hangar 
next week. I will be spending time 
individually with each child and 
conducting a low-pressure 'Meet 
the Teacher' session alongside a 
tour of The Hangar, giving them 
an opportunity to become familiar 
with the space, meet staff and 
learn about some of the activities 
and routines they will experience. 
We are really looking forward to 
welcoming them and continuing to 
develop The Hangar as a positive 
and supportive space for all of our 
children. 



EYFS 

This week in EYFS we have been thinking about where we live. 
We have drawn and written about some of the places we like to 
visit when we go for a walk from our houses. Funnily enough soft 
play, the park and the sweet shop are very popular! We tried real-
ly hard to form some letters correctly and have had our first phon-
ics sessions this week. Ask us about s and a. We used rolling 
pins and cutters to make houses out of clay and could talk 
about some of the shapes we used for the roof, windows and 
doors. Clay helps to make our hands and fingers stronger so we can hold our pencils and use scis-
sors easier.  

In Mastering number this week we have helped our number puppets, Numbers and Digit, with their 
counting. We can even count things that we can't see like drum beats and claps! 

We are continuing to enjoy our daily corefulness which helps with balance and controlling our bodies 
and have been on a bike adventure in PE. 

Stars of the Week 

Murphy- for being enthusiastic in Maths and showing great support for Numbers when he was find-
ing counting tricky. 

Imogen-for joining in with carpet sessions and being brave. Imogen has been sharing her ideas with 
the group. 

Alf R- for trying really hard when forming his letters when writing about his route back home. 

Shelby- for sharing some amazing ideas in Maths. 

Year 1 and 2 

Another fabulous week in Key Stage 1! This week, we 
have continued to explore descriptive writing skills in Eng-
lish. We have written similes, used adjectives, powerful 
verbs and adverbs. We have used the small world and 
loose parts to tell the story of Leaf the polar bear and 
made our own little booklets about his adventures. In 
Maths, Year 1 has loved all our practical lessons about the 
numbers 20 to 40. We have built our own number lines 
and used Numicon to show tens and ones. Year 2 has 
continued to think about adding and subtracting multiples 
of 10. In Science we have thought about the seasons and 

how the weather changes during each of these time 
periods. In Art we have continued our careful obser-
vation of minibeasts, but this time we have used 
charcoal and oil pastels to show shadow, depth and 
colour. We are very much looking forward to our trip 
to Westonbirt Arboretum on Monday 19th October! 
Please do let your child's class teacher know if you 
can volunteer to help us on the day. Have a wonder-
ful weekend!  



  Year 5 and 6 

It has been another fantastic week in Year 5 and 6! In English, the children have 
been exploring The Viewer by Gary Crew, delving into both the illustrations and the 
mysterious story. They have used their observations and ideas to create some fan-
tastic setting descriptions, demonstrating a growing confidence in using rich vocabu-
lary and descriptive language. 

In Maths, we have been focusing on formal written methods. The children have 
worked incredibly hard to understand and apply their knowledge, showing great re-
silience when faced with challenging problems. We have been particularly im-
pressed by their determination to keep trying and learn from their mistakes. 

In Art, the children have taken inspiration from The Viewer to create their own mys-
terious pages, including their own stories and illustrations. They have also been de-
veloping their drawing skills by sketching an eye, carefully exploring shading, tone 
and texture to create realistic effects. 

Finally, our Year 6 children have had a brilliant time at Yenworthy! We cannot wait to 
welcome them back and hear all about their fantastic adventures and experiences. 

Year 3 and 4 

We have continued to ‘dive’ into our new topic, ‘We Are Conservationists’, this week, building on 

all the exciting learning from our visit to Coleshill Mill! 

In Writing, we have started to explore the world of persuasive language. We have been thinking 

about how we can use powerful vocabulary and persuasive techniques to encourage people to 

care for our rivers and take action to prevent river pollution. Using our topic, We Are Conserva-

tionists, alongside our class book The Wind in the Willows, we will be working towards creating 

our own persuasive posters about river pollution. The children have enjoyed discussing how they 

can make their message clear and convincing to their audience. In Maths, we have been working 

on equations and problems involving numbers beyond 100. We have been using the number facts 

we already know within 20 to help us solve larger calculations. We have also been developing our 

new ‘bridging to 100’ method, where we first find 100 within a calculation before adding or sub-

tracting the remaining amount.  

In Art, we have begun to explore our inspiration artist for this topic, Claude Monet. We looked 

carefully at some of his paintings and discussed how he used watercolours and different colours 

and tones to create particular moods and feelings. We have started to think about how we might 

use some of Monet's ideas to inspire our own artwork, particularly when representing water and 

rivers. Our Science and Geography learning has continued to link closely with our conservation 

topic. In Science, we have been exploring rivers and the different living organisms that can be 

found in and around them, thinking about how these creatures depend on their habitats. In Geog-

raphy, we have been developing our understanding of the UK's rivers and learning where some of 

our major rivers are located. 

We have also continued to practise our songs for Young Voices, and the children are becoming 

increasingly confident with the songs and actions. In RE, we have continued to discuss different 

celebrations and we have been exploring our personal strengths in Time to Talk. 



Dates For The Diary 

Tuesday 13th October — Individual School Photos (Year Groups TBC) 

Wednesday 14th October — Individual School Photos (Year Groups 
TBC) 

Wednesday 14th October — Mingle In The Mess 8:30am 

Friday 16th October — Parent Book Look 8:30 — 9:00am 

Wednesday 21st October — EYFS Open Day 

Friday 23rd October — Inset Day—School Closed 

Monday 26th — Friday 30th October — October Half Term 

Monday 2nd November — Start of Term 2 

Wednesday 11th November — Parents Evening 

Wednesday 18th November — Parents Evening 

Tuesday 1st December — Vision Screening EYFS 

Thursday 3rd December — Flu Vaccination In School 

Thursday 3rd December — EYFS Nativity to CHICKS Parents 

Friday 4th December — EYFS Nativity to DUCKLINGS Parents 

Friday 18th December — End of Term 2 — 1:30pm Finish 

Monday 4th January — Inset Day 

Tuesday 5th January — Start of Term 3 

 

 












