Foundation Stage Parents Meeting
Information for new parents

Welcome – introduce team
Miss Stone – Class teacher in the Duckings, Key worker for Blue Group
Mrs Nash – HLTA in Duckings, Key worker for Red Group
Mrs Scovell – Class teacher in the Chicks and Key worker for yellow group
Mrs Murray – TA in Chicks, and key worker for Green Group

Key Person and Classes

The children have been divided into two class groups mainly for registration purposes and for ease at other critical times such as home time, however they will have plenty of opportunity to use both rooms and the outside area.   Generally, we divide into groups to start and end each morning and afternoon session but for the rest of the time free flow between each room.  Children and parents are encouraged to recognise their Key Person as their first point of contact for any communication that is needed, with your Key Person then sharing that information with the other staff in the Unit.  Having a smaller group to work in within the first few weeks allows children to gain confidence quickly and immediately gives them a small network of close peers.
This does not mean you can not talk to the class teacher if you want to, but please bear in mind that at the beginning of the day our priority is to welcome and settle the children. We are happy to accept a quick note if that is easier.  If you need to talk to us for anything more than a few minutes please can you either catch us after school (when all of the children have been returned to their parents) or ask us for an appointment.

This year at school is about us (parents and practitioners ) working as a team, so we need to share information and concerns.  We would like this to be a two way communication. If you have any concerns, something seems a bit odd, your little person has said something that doesn’t quite make sense, please ask us.  Facebook and social networking sites are good for chat, but often messages get muddled, it can lead to someone getting upset or Chinese whispers mean everyone gets into a pickle.   Just ask – it isn’t silly, we won’t think you are silly and if you aren’t sure , it’s highly likely that someone else isn’t sure as well and we can try to sort it out.

Communication in school can be a bit of a minefield.  At Gateway we have some great systems in place, that are used to share information, however they are only great if  you can access them.  In September a letter will come home asking you to sign up to parent mail.  This is an electronic mail system where we can send you newsletters and information via email (as my class now know to your I pad, I phone or even your tablet – but not one that makes you better! ) This system removes the need to ‘trust’ a small person with managing to bring a letter home.
The Parent mail system also has the facility for you to receive text messages on your mobile.  Please do sign up for this service as we like to send updates about things we are doing – recent news included how many stick insects hatched over the holiday and that we were actually going to be home on time from a school trip.  
The children also like it when we send surprise messages home telling you about their fabness!

The school website  - we have our own page on the site, It is updated on a weekly basis.  On here you will find what we have been doing, what we are doing and anything that is happening in the unit.  We also have special feature pages about events that happen in foundation, we try to include photos of the children where we can and will use this as a key method of communication.

Outside the classrooms we also have notice boards where we try to put information as well – keep an eye out when you drop off to class in the mornings or at the end of the day.

SAFETY
Obviously we need to keep the children safe at school, for that reason we will only release the children to their own grown up.  If someone other than yourself is collecting your child from school please can you either send in a note or write it in the book that is by each classrooms door.  Adults will not release children to anyone who just turns up, we will have to make a telephone call just to be certain.  Many childminders tend to send a letter at the beginning of the year introducing themselves and including a photo of themselves.  This definitely helps speed up the end of the day.
At the end of the day please be patient with us, we try to get out on time, but sometimes it can take a while whilst we start matching grownups to children.
If you get home and realise you have forgotten to tell us about a change in collection arrangements please telephone the school office and get a message to us.

On to the interesting stuff –

Food and Drink at school
Food and drink is a key part of being at school when you are 4!  
Every child will be given their own water bottle to keep in class.  These are named and are filled with fresh water.  
At snack time the children are provided with a piece of fruit.  Within a few weeks of being at school snack becomes a rolling snack bar where children are encouraged to prepare for snack by washing their hands and then choosing their fruit from the bowl.  No one needs to bring snack to school – it is provided for free

Lunch is eaten in the hall with the rest of the school. We sit on tables at one end of the hall in our classes and eat our packed lunch that has been brought to school. 
If you would like to send in a drink for lunchtime that is fine but no fizzy please
Please remember that your children don’t suddenly eat lots more when they are at school and that they only need one lunch at a time.  We do encourage healthy lunchboxes, so please limit treats. One small chocolate covered bar is fine, but a giant selection of sweeties is probably going to lead to us having a conversation. We will of course help the children open things that are tricky.

The children become their biggest critics, so will quickly be telling you what  they need in their lunchboxes, as they see what other people have.  
The children are not allowed to share their food with their friends and will bring home anything they haven’t eaten and their rubbish so that you can see what has been eaten.  We will try in take out half eaten yoghurts so that the boxes aren’t too messy.
The children get 25 minutes in the hall to eat their lunch. 

If your child has any allergies please can you make us aware on your admission forms, we do try to cook with the children regularly and do have occasions when we try different foods.  If we know about allergies we don’t try those foods in class.

Birthdays – if you would like to send in something small (Haribo) for your child to share with their friends on their birthday that is absolutely fine.  It is not compulsory.  These sweets will not be given out until the end of the day.  Please hand them to the class teacher.

Uniform
Everyone in Foundation wears the Gateway school uniform. This is Black trousers /skirt – white polo shirt and our Purple Gateway Sweatshirt or cardigan.  Please make sure all uniform is clearly named. This includes shoes – it isn’t uncommon for many children to be the same size and have the same style.  For some reason children seem to like taking their shoes off at every opportunity.

Sewing in labels is ideal , you can get iron on ones, however these can come out after a few washes.  If you would like to order any we would recommend www.easy2name.com. 

If you aren’t keen on sewing a permanent marker is always useful, however please do keep checking the names can still be read – they do tend to fade after  a few washes.

PE kit should also be named, the school PE kit is a white t shirt, shorts and plimsolls or daps, again these should all be named. We do change from PE from our first weekly session and usually everyone goes home in everyone elses clothes.  If you spot that you have someone elses clothes please bring them back in and we will do our best to reunite them with their owner.

Everyone needs a warm, waterproof coat in school
Everyone needs a pair of named wellingtons in school 

On to the learning stuff

We follow the Early years Foundation Stage curriculum.  This was revised in 2012.  The curriculum is divided into 7 areas of learning, ranging from maths, and literacy to physical, social and emotional development and being creative.
In order to provide an interesting learning experience, we use group sessions, individual 1:1 sessions, small group focuses and whole class learning.  We encourage learning through play, similar to lots of the nurseries that the children are coming from and as the terms progress we lead into a more structured day.
The children will come home and either tell you they have done nothing or they have been playing all day. This is what they think, they haven’t realised we have been quizzing, questioning and extending their learning and they didn’t even notice!
We ‘play’ inside and outside, in the sunshine, in the rain and in the mud.  Your children will not come home as clean as you delivered them.  We do have aprons, they do have wellys but we can still get in a mess.  
Please be warned and take a photo of them before you bring them in on their first day as we can’t guarantee they will come home looking the same.







Reading


Children should bring a named book bag to school every day (You can buy these from the school office).  Even on days when you may not have had a chance to read, please still bring it to school as it may be needed for reading in class.
Every child will be given a reading diary, this is for you to log any reading that they do at home with you.  We would like the children to be sharing a story with you at least 4 times a week.  We have a selection of sharing books, these are books that are about you having a cuddle, and talking about together. We are not expecting the children to be reading their sharing book to you.

They will be an opportunity to change sharing  books every day however if they have books at home or from the library that they would prefer to read then we are fine with that.  We want the children to read because they want to .  The idea is to make it an enjoyable experience.  If it isn’t happening please walk away and try again the next day.  It isn’t supposed to be a punishment or a trial.   Please remember that reading is reading, if they are reading the shop signs, the back of a cereal box, the latest Moshi monster comic or something from Cbeebies it all counts as reading so can be recorded.  It doesn’t always have to be a book!

Please try to take your child along to the local library, it is free to join and they obviously have a wealth of books.  Children don’t get fined for late returns and it is a lovely outing for families.
We are hoping to take the children to the library throughout the year, so membership cards would be useful. We will let you know if we need you to send them into school.

When they are ready, children will be given a  ‘my first reading book’ which they will help write. This will contain pages that are interesting to the child and some common high frequency words to practise.  These books should be brought into school everyday.  Please bear in mind that not everyone will be ready at the same time.


PHONICS
When the children arrive at school with us, we will begin working on phonics with them. We follow the Letters and Sounds program and add in a bit of Jolly phonics in order to help those children who need a physical movement to associate with a sound.  Jolly phonics is a set of songs, that link with letters and all have actions.  In October we will be hosting a phonics session for parents where we will show you more about how phonics is taught at Gateway. It is important to remember that   all children are different and will work through their sounds at individual rates.  When they have been taught them the children should practise their sounds each night at home.  
When we learn a new sound we learn what sound it makes, what it looks like, how to write it and what it is called.  Whilst we sing ABC , we actually teach (a, b, c _ sounds) 

Writing

A big part of the Foundation Year is about teaching children to ‘have a go’.  We therefore spend lots of time encouraging children to have a go at everything even when they say ‘I can’t do it’.   This is particularly true with writing.  Once children have gained a number of phonic sounds we will then encourage them to start blending these and attempting to spell simple words.  Some children can be reluctant to try as they want to be right straight away.   We hope you will support us in encouraging them that it is about having a go, rather than always being perfect.
From Day one children will have a writing book where they will record, however writing happens in school everywhere, it can be chalk on the playground, marks in shaving foam, painting or gloop.  We make letters using sticks and grass and have even been known to make letters using toothpaste.
At home you can support your childs writing by having a selection of pens, pencils and chalks as well as encouraging them to write outside with squidgy water bottles or even soap on the tiles in the bath. Let them see you writing as well – not just emailing and texting!

Maths
The children will also be working within a number and shape rich environment, we will look for shapes around us, we will use shapes in our play and we will learn about the properties of them.  Counting happens every day, ranging from sorting out chairs around the snack table, collecting the bananas for everyone and working out how many children are in school each day.
We learn through number songs and number games.
At home you can support your childs learning by counting everything, asking them to get you so many of something, counting cars on a journey or spotting numbers around you when you go for a walk. Everything helps!

Forest School

The children will have the opportunity later in the year to go to Forest School at a wooded area in Filkins and we will let you know when this will start.
The children go to forest and are given the opportunity to explore the woods, notice changes, build dens, look for bugs and whatever else they can get up to. 
It is very exciting, the children all have waterproofs provided and wrap up warm before going on the minibus.  The children do need to be suitably dressed for forest, unless it is unsafe to go, we go whatever the weather.  The children will be needing hats, scarves, gloves (with fingers) old clothes and warm socks as well as their coats and wellys.  
We also welcome parents to join us in the forest where you can see your children in a totally different environment.   In order for Forest School to be organised we will be looking for parent helpers to come along each week.



Behaviour – The Cloud System
In class we agree our class rules and expectations – the children are part of the process of deciding what is appropriate and are encouraged to work as part of their class team to follow the rules.
Occasionally things can go a bit wobbly, and someone might have a slip up.  In order to promote positive behaviour each class has sunshine, upon which each child has a photo.   When everyone is doing what is expected of them we stay on the sunshine, however if something goes wrong their face is moved onto a cloud.  The idea behind the cloud is that it is an opportunity to think about what they are doing and earn their way back onto the sunshine by demonstrating the expected behaviours.   If the behaviour wobbles further then the grey cloud might be the place to be, in which case a time out to think about the right choices to be making might be used.
In some classes there is the option for a black cloud – we have never even needed to discuss what happens on the black cloud, usually the children have their own ideas and choose not to end up there.
Between the grownups here, the occasional visit to the white cloud isn’t the end of the world.  It isn’t a severe offence and the children will usually confess to you.  We won’t always tell you if your child has been on the cloud, unless it is a repeating offence. The issue will have been dealt with in school and is usually over and done with.

Please can we ask you to support us with this system, just asking occasionally if they are still on the sunshine gives knowledge that you are aware of the sunshine system.  It really doesn’t need you to check every night as soon as they come out of school.  


Parent helpers

We encourage parents to come and spend time in the classroom as often as possible and have an open door policy.  We appreciate having parents on a weekly basis although also recognise that you will all have different strengths and areas of expertise that the whole class could learn from.  We are always looking for help in class, even if you can’t make a regular commitment but could offer a few hours here and there we would welcome you. If you are able to come along and offer any  help please let us know, we will arrange for a time for you to come into school and will talk to you about volunteering policies and procedures.  Do not panic at no time will you be left on your own with a classroom of 24 children!

As a school we hold a weekly coffee morning where parents can come and meet other members of staff and parents from throughout the school.
You will find that throughout the year we invite parents into school, this year they have been to harvest festival, our Christmas hoedown play, which involved everyone standing up and dancing, sports days, garden parties and only the other week they all came along and joining in our street dance session.  We are all as mad as each other so come along and have fun with your children.  
Our fundraising committee the Gateway School Association are always looking for new members to help in whichever way you can, giving you the opportunity to get more involved in school life.

ACCIDENTS
Accidents happen, we understand that children sometimes have accidents, and might need a change of clothes.  We do have some spare clothes here, but often children are happiest in their own belongings.  It would be useful to have a spare set of underwear and trousers /tights and skirts in a bag on their pegs for just in case situations.
Please don’t feel embarrassed if they come home wearing them, often it is the excitement of new activities, friends and being focused that mean we leave it too late and don’t quite make it. 

The important bit – when do we start!!!
Induction days
In your welcome packs there is a personal invitation to your children inviting them to come along to school on Thursday 4th of July in the afternoon and on Friday 5th July for the morning and to stay for lunch.
On the 4th we will meet you in here; we will collect the children (and you) and will move into our classrooms.  Once the children are settled, you are free to leave and we will see you at the end of the session. The welcome letter that we sent you, telling you about this meeting has all of the start and end times on.
On the 5th please can you bring your children to their classrooms and come back to collect them from the hall.  They will need lunch on Friday.

Staggered Intake

Wednesday 4th September – Everyone will be coming to school from 8.45 until 12 noon
Thursday 5th September – Everyone will be coming to school from 8.45 until 1.15 and will have lunch
Friday 6th September – Everyone will be coming to school all day – 8.45 – 3pm 


General Information

· Absences – Please phone into school on the first morning of sickness or in any other instance let the teacher know beforehand, on the child’s return to school please bring in a written note explaining the absence for use by the office as evidence.
· If you need to take holiday outside of the normal school holidays a permission slip can be obtained from the school office for this purpose.
· Change of address and details – Please let the teachers and the office know of any changes of address, telephone numbers and any changes to your child’s health.
· On the last day of every term school closes at 2 pm.

